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U.S. death toll passes 400,000, 
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A nation on cusp of change 


Evan Vucci / Associated Press 


President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, are joined by Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her husband Doug Emhoff at an 
event at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool to honor those who have died of COVID-19. 


After years of clout, 
Texans see limelight 
fade in power shift 


By James Osborne 
STAFF WRITER 


WASHINGTON - For the past 
four years, walking into a federal 
building in the nation’s capital 
likely meant being greeted by a 
large, framed photo of a Texan. 

There was Rex Tillerson, from 
Wichita Falls, running the State 
Department after stepping down 
as CEO of Exxon Mobil. Former 
Gov. Rick Perry, now of Round 
Top, headed the Department of 
Energy. 

Brett Giroir, the former CEO of 
Texas Medical Health Center, led 
the government’s coronavirus 
testing regime as assistant secre- 
tary of health. Susan Combs, a 
West Texas rancher, one-time ro- 

Texans continues on Alt 
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Stephanie Keith / Getty Images 


A worker adjusts decorative flags on the National Mall that 
represent the thousands not able to attend the inauguration. 


More inside 
» 12 Guard members removed as “security liabilities.” Page A4 
» Biden’s Cabinet picks aim to undo Trump’s policies. Page A10 
» New administration has hands full with economy. Page B2 


1.7M 
in Texas may see 
path to citizenship 
under reform plan 


By Benjamin Wermund 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON - Just after be- 
ing sworn in on Wednesday, Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden plans to pro- 
pose a major immigration over- 
haul that would offer a pathway to 
citizenship to up to1.7 million Tex- 
ans who are in the country with- 
out legal authorization. 

The proposal, which Biden is 
expected to send to Congress on 
his inauguration day, would cre- 
ate an eight-year path to citizen- 
ship for the estimated 11 million 
unauthorized immigrants in the 
U.S., more than 500,000 of 
whom live in Harris and Bexar 
counties, according to the Migra- 
tion Policy Institute. Those who 

Immigration continues on Ant 


McConnell blasts 
Trump as Biden 
readies to take reins 


By Bill Barrow 
and Aamer Madhani 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON - President- 
elect Joe Biden is making a sober 
entrance to the nation’s capital 
Tuesday, ready to assume power 
as America reels from the corona- 
virus pandemic, soaring unem- 
ployment and grave concerns 
about more violence as he pre- 
pares to take the oath of office. 

Biden, an avid fan of Amtrak, 
had planned to take a train into 
Washington ahead of Wednes- 
day’s Inauguration Day but 
scratched that plan in the after- 
math of the Jan. 6 insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol. 

He instead flew into a military 
airbase just outside the capital on 
Tuesday afternoon and was set to 
motorcade into fortress D.C. — a 
city that’s been flooded by some 
25,000 National Guard troops 
guarding a Capitol, White House 
and National Mall that are 
wrapped in a maze of barricades 
and tall fencing. 

Shortly before Biden departed 
for Washington, the U.S. reached 
another grim milestone in the 
pandemic, surpassing 400,000 
deaths from the virus, according 
to Johns Hopkins University. 

“These are dark times,“ Biden 
told dozens of supporters in an 
emotional sendoff in Delaware 
before departing for Washington. 
“But there’s always light.” 

Meanwhile, on his last full day 
as majority leader, Sen. Mitch 
McConnell said Tuesday that the 
mob that stormed the Capitol on 
Jan. 6 had been “provoked by the 
president and other powerful 
people,” saying publicly for the 
first time that he holds President 
Donald Trump at least partly re- 
sponsible for the assault. 

“The mob was fed lies, 
McConnell said, referring to at- 
tempts by Trump to overturn the 
election based on bogus claims of 
voter fraud. “They were provoked 
by the president and other power- 
ful people. And they tried to use 
fear and violence to stop a specific 
proceeding of the first branch of 
the federal government which 
they did not like.” 

Biden continues on A10 


Negligence claims denied in 2014’s 
deadly gas leak at DuPont plant 


By Matt Dempsey 
and Gabrielle Banks 
STAFF WRITERS 


The DuPont company and a for- 
mer employee pleaded not guilty 
Tuesday to allegations they ig- 
nored federal regulations and 
company policy, causing the 
deaths of four workers exposed to 
a massive release of a toxic chem- 
ical. 

Kenneth Sandel, 49, and the E. 
I. du Pont de Nemours and Com- 
pany Inc. are accused of knowing- 


ly ignoring mandatory safety reg- 
ulations that would have prevent- 
ed the 2014 incident at the compa- 
ny’s La Porte facility. Sandel, who 
headed the plant’s Insecticide 
Business Unit, appeared via video 
from his Friendswood garage be- 
fore U.S. Magistrate Judge Frances 
Stacy following a Jan. 7 indict- 
ment. A team of defense lawyers 
for the company also were in at- 
tendance. 

The federal magistrate released 
Sandel on unsecured bond pend- 
ing trial and ordered him to sur- 


render his passport and remain in 
the U.S. He and the company are 
charged with negligently releasing 
extremely hazardous substances 
and failing to implement safe work 
practices and written procedures 
and prevent accidental releases. 
Sandel was assigned to ensure 
workers in that insecticide unit, 
which manufactured pesticides 
used on fruits and other crops, fol- 
lowed federal safety regulations, 
according to court documents. 
A 2019 Chemical Safety Board 
DuPont continues on A13 


Johnny Hanson / Staff file photo 


The DuPont company and a former employee pleaded not guilty 
on Tuesday in a chemical disaster that killed four workers in 2014. 
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